JEAN KERR

Evacuati on

| was only 12 when the War broke out and didn't want to be evacuated straight
away. | was the ol dest of 8 and stayed to help my mam \When | did decide the
time was right, | choose to go with a friend called Winney Davis, who |ived
just over the road, but straightaway we were split up and | was placed with a
different girl fromny class who | didn't know. W were taken on the bus and
when we arrived we were given sandwi ches and then we all sat around on the floor
waiting to be picked. W were alnost the |ast ones to be picked. | think that
we were in the last four. The |lady who took the two of us in only had one bed,
so she gave it up for us and slept in a chair. She was a nice old | ady and we
felt bad about putting her out of her bed. She tried her best but she really
didn't know how to | ook after two young girls.

There was no kitchen in the house, so to speak of, and the toilet was just a
m dden behind the orchard. Well, | was terrified to go at night, so we nmade a
pack to always go together. | only stayed there for 3 weeks because there was
an outbreak of Scarlet fever and because | had a sore throat | was sent hone.

War decl ared

I remenber com ng home from church and everybody was tal king about it, we didn't
have a wirel ess but everyone who did had themturned up | oud so we could al
stand outside and listen to the announcenent. And we all thought great, we
won't have to go to school and for a little while we didn't.

The shel ter
We had a brick shelter built in our street and it was all ocated to four
fam lies, but one of themnever did use it. | renenber ny mam had a bag besi des

the front door and in it were all the gas masks, the insurance papers, a bottle
of water, some candles and a few matches. The instructions were, who ever was
the first to |l eave the house had to take the bag. There was a fanmily up from
us, and they were proper dosey people. | renenber this particular night when
all the famlies were coming out of the shelter we were waiting for our dad, who
was, by the way, in charge of the candle. M nmam asked hi m what was taking him
so long and he told her he couldn't put the candl e out because there was a baby
still in the shelter. Well, nmy nmam had seen the babies famly go out first so
she knocked them up shouting "what about the bairn then? Are you taking himin
or what?" In their hurry to get out they had forgotten to take the baby with
them and had just nmerrily gone off to bed, it was a good job it was ny dad on
candl e duty that night.

Rat i ons

My not her was a great manager and she coul d nake many a neal out of nothing, and
we were a big famly. But |I've seen us get up on a norning and we'd have no
noney. We would see what we had to sell, you could get tuppence for collecting
up the jamjars. It was nostly on a Friday when we went short because ny dad
didn't get paid until after 2.00pm W always had fish and chips on a Friday
and our nmam sonehow al ways found the noney.



